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Welcome to AP Human Geography at 
Midland Valley High School.  

The AP Human Geography course 
introduces students to the systematic 
study of patterns and processes that have 

shaped human understanding, use, and alteration of Earth's surface.  Students learn to 
employ spatial concepts and landscape analysis to examine human socioeconomic 
organization its environmental consequences. They also learn about methods and tools 
geographers use in their research and applications.  This course is designed as a curricular 
equivalent of an introductory level college course.  This course is reading intensive and 
includes case studies, videos, research projects, written assignments and more.  It is 
imperative that each student pace themselves accordingly as to not fall behind in 
coursework.     

The “Why of Where” :  Human Geography is the study of where human activities take 
place on Earth and why they take place there.    

The Five Goals of AP Human Geography 
1. Use and think about maps and spatial data. 
2. Understand and interpret the implications of associations among phenomena in places. 
3. Recognize and interpret at different scales the relationships among patterns and 

processes. 
4. Define regions and evaluate the regionalization process. 
5. Characterize and analyze changing interconnections among places. 

Why we study Human Geography 
From news to personal events  - They all have a geographical aspect.  
Globalization affects us all and now more than ever.  
Challenged Based Learned :  We must study problems and come up with solutions  
We are more connected than ever before.   
Culture matters and we need to understand/appreciate cultures outside of our own  



Course Goals:  
• Become geoliterate  
• Be more engaged in contemporary global issues  
• Multicultural in their viewpoints  
• Develop skills in approaching problems geographically  
• Use maps and geospatial technologies  
• Develop critical thinking about texts and graphic images  
• Interpret cultural landscapes  
• Apply geographic concepts - scale, region, diffusion, interdependence, spatial interaction  
• See Geography as a relevant discipline - able to identify, clarify, and solve problems at 
various scale  

•  Geography as a key component of building global citizenship, global citizenship  
•  Interpret maps and analyze geospatial data  
•  Understand associations and networks among phenomena in particular places and 
explain their implications 

•  Recognize and interpret patterns and networks  
•  Access the nature and significance of the relationships among phenomena that occur in 
the same place  

•  Analyze the ways cultural values, political policies, and economic forces work together to 
create particular landscapes  

•  Recognize and interpret the relationships among patterns and processes at different 
scales of analysis  

•  Define regions and evaluate the regionalization process 

Learning Outcomes  
• Students should be able to:    
• Read sophisticated texts and academic writings  
• Write well constructed essays and research reports  
• Think critically by synthesizing a variety of perspectives and information from various 
sources.  

• Discuss controversial issues with maturity and openness  
• Analyze various forms of geospatial data  
• Present fieldwork and/or research using both visual and oral formats  
• Work collaboratively with fellow students to analyze real world issues  



Course Planner  

Textbook:  
Rubenstein, J. (2013). Cultural Landscape (12th ed.). Harlow: Pearson Education UK. 

Additional Resources and Supplemental Texts  

Units Multiple 
Choice 

Coverage on 
AP Exam

Primary Reading Tentative Dates 

Unit 1 - Nature and 
Perspectives

5-10% Rubenstein CHAPTER 1 Aug 20- Sept 5

Unit 2 - Population 
and Migration

13-17% Rubenstein Chapter 2&3 Sept 6 to Oct 7  

Unit 3 - Culture 13-17% Rubenstein CHAPTERS 4, 5, 
6, and 7

Oct 8 to Nov 4 

Unit 4 - Political 
Geography

13-17% Rubenstein (Chapter 8) Nov 5 to Dec 2

Unit 5 - Agriculture 
and Rural 
Geography

13-17% Rubenstein (CHAPTER 9) Dec 3 to Jan 22 

Unit 6- Cities and 
Urban Land Usage 

13-17% Rubenstein (CHAPTERS 12 
and 13)

Jan 23- Feb 20  

Unit 7 - 
Development

13-17%  Rubenstein (CHAPTERS 10 
and 11) 

Feb 24 to March  
27 

Review for AP Test March 30 to 
May 1 

Research Project and/or Presentations  May 6 until the 
end of School 

AP Exam Date May 5, 2019



Nationalgeographic.com  

Academic Responsibility  
The educational process is a shared responsibility.  My responsibility is to provide you the 
space and opportunities to learn and grow.  It also means that you, as a student, must take 
ownership of your own learning. How?   You are expected to read, study, and complete 
homework assignments and projects, contribute to the collective learning environment, and 
put for effort to the best of your ability. 

Attendance 
Students are expected to attend and be on time for class daily.  Please see the LMS for any 
missed assignments or speak with your group members in the event that there is a project.   

Homework, Online Assignments, and Classwork  
Homework (paper only) is due at the beginning of class in the inbox by the door.  It is your 
responsibility to turn the work in on time.   
If you have issues, please see me immediately.  I’m reasonable, but work that is more than 
3 school days overdue, will not be accepted under any circumstances. 

Online assignments will have a solid due date listed.  Normally, assignments will be due by 
11:59pm the day that they are due.  Please check the due date and time of each 
assignment.   
If there is a problem with an online assignment, please do one of the following:  

Email the teacher at bwoodard@acpsd.net  or send a message in Schoology 

Less complex classwork assignments are due at the close of the class period in which it 
was assigned.   
In the event that you have a question, please feel free to reach out on Schoology in the 
class discussion section at any time.  You never know, someone else could have the same 
question.   

Assessments   
There will be various assessments to include formative and summative assessments.  Each 
unit will begin with a pre-assessment to determine prior knowledge.  Formative 
assessments will be performed throughout the class period and will drive instruction.  
Summative assessments in the form of quizzes and tests will be provided on the unit 
calendar for the students. Students will begin given 1-2 short answer essay questions on 
every test. Twenty-first century assessment in the form of project based learning and 
challenge based learning projects will be utilized throughout the course. Students will be 
expected to establish goals, self assess, provide peer assessment/feedback and more.   

Writing in AP Human Geography  

http://geographic.com
mailto:bwoodard@acpsd.net


One of the areas that students will develop in this course includes their written abilities. 
Students will be expected to answer 3 Free Response Questions on the AP Exam in May 
2020.  Students will practice these skills through the AP College Board website as well as 
in class.  As a result of this requirement each unit exam will include 2 free response 
questions that will be worth 50% of their graded exam.   

Multimedia Projects  
Students will be assigned a group project that will be ongoing for the entire year.  Groups 
will consist of 4-5 people.  Each person will be responsible for certain aspects of the 
project, presentation and final product.  Students will decide on their projects during the 
first half of the first nine weeks. Projects will be graded on rubrics.  Students will also be 
assigned smaller projects based on the units of study throughout the year. Examples of 
student projects include websites, a podcasts and public service announcements.     

• DeveloPING Countries Project (4 total Countries for the year)  
• Religion Project  
• Agriculture Project  
• Cultural Landscapes Project  
• Development Project  
• Sustainability Project  
• PodCasts  
• Socratic Seminars  

Case Studies  
We will complete case studies on different topics in  geography.  These case studies will be 
assigned as homework and will have established due dates.  Students are required to 
discuss the cases in in their assigned group by completing a post and responding to at 
least two other classmates by the due date.   

Grading Components and Scale  
Homework- 10%  
Classwork - 20% 
Tests/Quizzes -  40% 
Research Papers, Projects, Presentations - 30%    

(A) 90-100%  (B) 80-89% (C) 70-79% (D) 60-69% (F) 0-59%  

Materials  
• Notebook or Three Ring binder for notes  
• Pencil/Pen   
• Internet access for out of class assignments and research. If you do not have it, please 
let me know on the questionnaire to follow.  
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